COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

SOUTH KENTUCKY RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION
CASE NO. 89-244

ALLEGED VIOLATION OF 807 KAR

)
)
)
)
;
5:006, SECTION 24 )

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

Oon June 9, 1989, the South Kentucky Rural Electric
Cooperative Corporation ("South Kentucky") notified the Commission
of a fatal accldent occurring to Jeffrey Clark, a member of a crew
replacing a 35' pole with a 40' pole for Bouth Kentucky on June 8,
1989. South Kentucky learned of the accident at 4:45 p.m.,
Central Daylight Time, June 8, 1989.

From the Commission's investigation and the report thereof,
attached hereto as Appendix A and incorporated by reference as if
fully set forth herein, the Commission finds a prima facie showing
has been made that South Kentucky failed to promptly notify the
Commission of the fatal accident in violation of 807 KAR 5:006,
gection 24.1

1 "Promptly"” means “immediately." See Case No. 9988,
Fleming-Mason Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation and
Continental Telephone COmpanI of Kentucky -~ Alleged Pailure
to gomp%z with the Commission’s Regulation 807 KAR 5:006,
Section .



IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that South Kentucky shall appear at a
hearing scheduled for October 6, 1989 at 10:00 a.m., Eastern
Daylight Time, in Hearing Room No. 1 at 730 Schenkel Lane,
Frankfort, Kentucky, to present evidence on the alleged violation
of 807 KAR 5:006, Section 24, and to be prepared to show cause why
South Kentucky should not be penalized under KRS 278.990 if such
violation is found to have occurred,

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 8th day of September, 1989.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

ATTEST:

Executive Director



APPENDIX A

PUBLIC SERVICE
AN ORDER OF THE KENTUCKY
“ﬁgﬁﬂﬁééxﬁﬂ IN CASE NO. 89-244 DATED 9/8/89

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVERSTIGATION

DATR OP THIS RRPORT _8-9-89 SUBNITTED BY _Elie El-Rouaihab
NAME OF UTILITY _South Kentucky RECC
ACCIDENT n:roarib BY _Eddie Owens
DATE & TIMR UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT _4:43 P.M. 6-8-89

DATE & TINE ACCIDENT REPORTED 8122 A.MN. 6-9-89

DATE AND TIME ACCIDEWT OCCURRED _4:45 P.N. 6-8-89

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION _6-9-89

DATE SUNMARY WRITTEM REFPORT WAS RECEIVED FROM UTILITY 6-13-89

PERSONS ASSISTING IN THR INVESTIGATION _Eddie Owens and Walter West of

Seuth Rentucky RECC.

NAMR OF VICTIN(S) 1. Jott.:g Clark SEX M AGE 24
FATAL Yes RAME OF EMPLOYER: Current Construction Company
INJURIES

2, SEX AGE
FATAL NANE OF EMPLOYER:
INJURIES

3. SEX AGR
FATAL NAME OF EMPLOYER:
INJURIES
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION {Continued)

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE _Route 2, Albany, Xentucky.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT _Mr. Jeffery Clark, an employee of Current
Construction Company, was one of the crew replacing a 3%' pole by a

40' new pole. The new pole got into contact with the 7,200 volt pri~-

mary line which was energized. le and the

AS a result, the new

digger truck, which was used to ralse thq le, ware ensrgized. Mr.

Clark was wesaring rubber gloves at tha tinme of the acoident., Accord-

ing to the Coronsr's Autopsy Report Mr. Clark died as a result of

alectrocution.

SOURCE OF INPORMATION Eddie Owens and Walter West of South Kentucky
RECC, South Kentucky RECC's Report, and an onsite investiqation,

VIOLATIONS OF COMMISSION REGULATIONS _The utility did not géomgtlg '
notify the Commission staff, as is is ¢

by 807 KAR S:1006, Section 24,

ired of all fatal accidents

RECOMMENDATIONS It is recommended that the Commission consider action -
against the utility in accordance with KRS 278.990(1).
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CORRECTIVE ACTION _Nons
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LINE CLEARANCES

Minimum Allowed

AS Measured by NESC
A. AT POIN? OP'QCCIDIH!

Phase conductor to ground

elevation: 28'=-11" 20'
Nsutzal conductor to ground

elevation: 28'=7" 18°
Communication conductor to

ground elevation: 19' -4 18°

Telephone Crossarm with
open wire 21'«3" 18'

. P
B. SERVICE DROP

Phase conductor to ground 23'=-10" 12’
elevation: 22'-g" 12°

Neutral conductor to ground
elevation: 28'=7¥ 12¢

Communication conductor to
ground elevation: 16'=9" 8'

Date the line or facilities were constructed:s 1950

Otilitys _South Kentucky RECC

Dates 6-9-89 Tine _2:00 P.M.

Approximate temperatures _75 Degrees P

Measurements made by: Walter West

Submitted by: Elw [FRoxc
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ACCIOUNT MEPOAT: Sy Con Alexandar PACE 3 of 3
OATE¢ June 8, 1989 UN 131389
OIVISion ] 4 uriLTY
TIMEs Approximstely 16:48 - 17:00 C.8.7, ENG’NEER’W&SERch
PLAGK! Cilntan Co, -~ Adame Dock Ad. 4 or 8§ spane below

tha 04} Refinery by Basal Bell’'s Residence -
Location #18-17-79-008

WEATHEM - Tempersturs approximatsly 679 with tnt{rutttanc rein,

WORK = Changing out @ single phase pols that Nad been rejesctsd s

. .. bed - going § feet higher,

ndcg;!gg NOTICE ~ Somerset Olspetcher,; Alck Qelton, hesrd contrsctor
call for help - He callsd Peul Brummett, Lead Serviceman l?

Albany, wha cslled the ambulance.

PRESENT AT THE TIME OF AGCIOENY - Moremsn-Lugens Bray, Mike Huntar,
Joff Clark, and Al Haynes. Current Construction Company,

a/a Bill Long, P.0. 80% 838, Lancsstsr, Ky, 40444.
VICTIM - Jaffrey Clark, sge 24, groundmen ~ Approximstely 3 yesrs
sxperience (with 8111 Long sbout 1 yesr snd had worked for
_ Phalps Construstion Company)
AFTER ACC NT « Paul Brummett got to the scene whils smbulsnce wss
loading.
AT _APPROXIMATELY 19:3Q PM (CST) - Oon Alexsnder, Walter West, Eddis

Owens, Paul Brummett, Tony Sertram, Mitchell Steston, County
Coroner Weldon Haddix and Cugens Brey, Crew Foreman, went to
the scene.

PICTURES - were taken

I R P e




Juns 8, 13889
ACCIOENT MERQOAT: 8y Qon Alexander PAGE 2 of 23

CBSEAVATIONS « MPhase wire was atranded approximately 10-12 Feat from
the pole on the take off side. Meole being changed was in a
Fisld, o;i span from the thres phass and was a 7200 KV to ground
single phase A1 and had a 10 KVA with a (3) wire service to
Sasal BSell's houss. It had a tslephons crossarm with open wire
on sach side af tha acrossarm. The naw pols possibly had a Surn

: .3 akq l%l.mnqnl ] l.nnpu I:unna:;ln “3.::."4’.?““' Th-u:“l:‘gm
pole ground lpp.lrod to bl "broken" inta, The digger truck was
parallel toe the single phase lins sppraximatealy 15 feet out_ln
the Fleld, A bucket truck was nearly under the line toward the
take=off ahd where it would net raach the pales tep. Ths primary
line was snargized and the transformer was enargized. The rubber
gut had bsan removed and Jaff's rubber gloves werae lockad inside
the GQucket truck.

WONMK ORDEA - 2-20382

STATEMENT BY CREW FOREMAN [Eug.n- Br-g] - They intenced to change

this pole out snd quit work Por the day. The hole was dug besida

the old pole. The cr.u‘Parcmln was running the digger truck.
The naw pole had to be worked in betwesn the open wirs telephonaes
and wes 5 Feet higher than ths old pols. The Victim was at the
butt of ths naw pole helping to contral it, He had on rubber ~
gloves. The foramsn seid theay had ussd the bucket to put one
rubber gut for cover-up on the tske-off side. The Foreman sald

th.y had difflculty in positioning the pole and he saw "Flrs”

a8t the phasa nesr whers ths strand was observed after the



Jume 8, 1989
ACCIQENT REPRQAT: 8y Qon Alexancar PAGE 3 aof 3

ascgideant. He sald the ocutrigger on the truck also had Ffire
Flying. Jeff Clark sald "I'm burned" and turned toward the
digger and went partially down. He got up, took = Few more
steps to the truck and collapsed. Eugene said thet he did

CPR on Jeff twice and that he was bresthing and he felt thet
his heart was etill beating (but maybs -rratie.) Whan thay
stertsd satting ths new pole, the primary line was energized
bui they had the transformer on the pole de-snargized. Thera
was 8 30 Amp fuse at the take=off, cne span away. It blew and

Psul SBrunmatt replaced it when he arrived and could.

The Coronsr, Waldon Haddlix, and thes FPhysiclan, Or. Cummine, at
the Albany Heospltel wharse Jefff was taken said that they found
no burn marks on ths body. The ca;oncr ordered an sutspsy dene
“lt Lexington.
JUNE 9, 1988 - Public Service Commission Aepressntative went to
Albany with Eddie Owens. Walter West mat them thers, They took

maensuranents.
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RECEIVED

COYIMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
Tustics Cabloet AUG 07 1989
T O T A Ot e Bees ot o c VINER, o o0 OF UTILITY
- [ ]
| versiey Uasiagion, Keunaty 4013600 ENGINEERING & SERVICES
AUTOPSY REPQORT Case No. JE_09-Q6-143
 Neme__Clark, Jeffery Wavne Age__25 __ Mace White go lMale
Addreus __ Mongicello, Kengucky
Pronounced (COT) o :
Oateand Timeof:  Oeeeh 2230 0.7, §=8=09 ____  Autopry_6=9-89 1:13 p.m. - 3:30p.m

Autopty Authorized by:  MX,. Waldon Yadgix. Coxonec. Clincen Couacy oo

Body Identified by: M
Prowector: .. DE. Hunpakes " Sl of Examination:__ U.K.H.C.

Witnesses:

o’ [ ]
Mr. Jeff Vincent, !npléyu of Weldon-~-Haddix ﬁil‘tl}. Home, Albany, Kentucky
it LR '

Autopsy Technicisn: Ms. Winnie Stancton ﬁ

CAUSE OF DEATH : ELECTROCUTION (HIGH VOLTAGE-INDIRECT CONTACT)

MANNER OF DEATH : (3 Natursl Couses X Aceident O Suicide
0 Homicide .:gymﬁ__;m.,' .

I

(2291 3LC Tl
a1s Signed . NF‘%.IT. T EEP #ﬂ- M.0.
e s W Y

A T A
Medidal Examiner Pregram -1 (387) -




COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
Justice Cabiaet

OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

i Markey Cascer Ceater
Usiversity of. Kenrucky uli“‘g?“‘.)“%? ’:;2 o m’?tﬂmm of Pathology

Recommaentied formulation for Parts | and It en Certificats of Death:
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Ompranny ofae matgen, o0k, {Samiy) Gwefeen Rural ATea near KXY
8~ _Sural Ares io Field | Clinten Coungw, Kentucky
CLAXK, JEFFIRYV: _
ME 89=08-143 {Portion ol FOAM V.8 Ne, 1-A (Aev, 987
CONCLUSION
In my opinion, Mr. Clark died as.a result of electrocution (high voltage-indirect

contact)

According to Coroner Haddix, the decedent was employed as an electrician by the
Current Construction Company, working with several other employees of that
company in & rural ares on a field next to sn individual's residence off Highway 738,
3 miles south of Albany, Kentucky, during the late afternoon hours of 8-8-89. At
around 4:30 p.m. on that date (CDT), the decedent was in the process of handling
the bottom end of a replacement utility pole, at which time he was noted to stagger
back and to utter "I've Been Burnt." Observers and investigators opined that the
replacement pole top probably came into contact with the telephone and high=voltage
line at that time. Immaediatsly thereafter, the decedent fsll to the ground, arcse ta
take several steps, and finally collapsed beside the trunk, apparently lapsing into
unconsciousness. CPR was instituted, continued for approximately 1 hour thereafter
without success, and the decedent was formally pronounced dead at 5:30 (CDT) p.m.
on that date, approximatsly 1 hour after the incident. .

The principal findings at necropsy, to which the decedent’s death is attributad, are.-
non-specific, but consistent with the conclusion that the decedent died as s result
of electrocution by indirect contact with high voltage line. Specifically, examination
of the decedent’s clothing, work {mplements, and body surface areas displayed no

definite areas of "current marks," or any areas of scorching/burning of the clothing
or the decedent's skin. Consistent with ejectrocution however, was the finding of

-3-
Mosianl Esamines Program - 3 (rov, 1/889)




CLARK, JEFFERY W.
ME 89-05-143

CLOTHING EXAMINATION: When first viewed, the decedent is clad in a pair of white
underwear briefs, which are slightly moist and have a patchy light brown atain in
the midline. Received sepacataly with the body are the following items of clathing:
multicolored (brown/green/khaki) army camouflage-type pantz, shawing extenasive
resuscitation-related acissors cuts; adjacent to the medial aspuct of the right upper
front pocket is a cluster of punctate and slightly larger perforations of cloth,
ranging in size from 1/18 inch up to 5/3 inches in greatest surface dimension,
overall measuring up to 4 inch in diameter field in that region; no burning or
scorching is noted in the ragion of the cloth defects; heavy duty brown knee-high
wark boots, moderately moist and muddy, with red muddy clay embedded on the
soles bilaterally admixed with strands of weeds and grass; no defects are noted on
the boots; light gray heavy duty work socks with upper blue stripes; received in a
separate plastic bag is a heavy duty brown leather beit, to which multipie brewn
leather holaters are attached, variably containing various large instruments,
tncluding gray metal wrenches, large wire cutters, and a gray matal screw driver
with black/orange handle; no defectz are noted on the metal inatruments or the belt
itself. -

All of the above-listed items are delivered to the custody of the funeral home
representarive removing the body follawing necropsy. .

EVIDENCE OF THERAPY: Needls puncturss are present at the following sites: three
in the right subclavian region two on the back of the right hand, zevers! on the
back of the left hand, one on the flexor left wrist, approximately 5 in the left
inguinal region, and two each on the backa of both right and left feet, respectively,

Curvilinear pale brown cutanecus defibrillation marks are present on the chest, one
located in the upper left parastarnal region, having semicircular contiguration and
measuring up to 2 5/8 inches in diameter; the defect consists of a series of light
brown scabbed cutaneous abrasions, arranged in skip-type fsshion to form the
semicircle, with extension inforiorly and right laterally across the sternal region as
a transvarse line, measuring up to 4 1/2 inches long. A slightly curved light brown
oblique (superior-left) cutansous impression is present in the upper left chest,
situated approximately 1 inch to the left by intact epidermis from the lowar curve of
the previcusly described cutansous mark. Patchy pale brown cutanecus abrasions
are present in the mid-lower sternal region of the chest, and & 5 inch in diameter
slightly curved defibrillation mark of akin is present in the left lowar lateral chest.

AUTORSYX. _RBQTOCOL:

The body is that of a well developed, well nourished moderately=-markedly obese
aduit white male, measuring 3 feet 9 inches and weighing an estimated 320 (210)
pounds., His appearance is consistent with the reported age of 24 years. .

EXTERNAL _EXAMINATIQN:

A light tan cutaneous hue (suntan) i3 present on the face, neck, arms and major
portion of the trunk. '

HEAD: The scalp is covered by brown hair, arranged in & pattern of slight frental
balding and messuring up to 9 inches long, forming & "pony tail” in the back
wrapped in a circular braid. A 1 1/4 inch longitudinal linear cutaneous scar is
present in the left mid frontal region, at the hairline. Prominent amounts of
mucosanguineous fluid exude from both nares, following gravity over the mid facial



CLARR, JEFFERY W.
ME 88-06-143

MESOTHELIAL SURFACES: The pleural cavities bilaterally are diminished in volume,
secondary to moderate elevation of both hemidiaphragms, in turn asecondary to
moderately prominent intrasbdominal adiposity. Smooth and glistening, with the
exception of focal fibrous pleural adhesions within the upper posterior and mid
lateral aspect of the right pleural cavity. There are no abnormal aceumulations of
fluid. The intact pericardial sac has a smooth glistening lining, and ita cavity
contains an astimated iC ml. of yellow/brown serous fluid.

NOTA BENE: "UNK." means unremarkable, i.e., that the organ is "normal” in shape,
size, consiatency, color and gross morpheiogy. lnjuries of otherwise normal ergans
are described above, if applicable. Detaila are in the separate case file foldar.

HEART: Weight: 4355 gms. Epicardial surfacas are smooth and glistening with mild=-
moderate epicardial adiposity. Rare viclaceous epicardial peteachiae are noted on ail
surfaces. Extramural coronary arteries arise and branch normally with a left-
dominate distribution; the right corocnary artery is hypoplastic, with a markedly
diminished callber (no greater than 1/16 inch in diameter proximally), and without
extension to the cardiac crus. Within the proximal-mid segment of the LAD corcnary
artery there is a focal zone, measuring up to 1 1/2 inches long, of subepicardial
intramyocardial coronary artery bridge formation, extending below the epicardial
surface for a distance of up to 1/8 inch. Coronary arteries are widely patent.
roramen ovale is closed. Endocardial surlaces are smooth and glistening. Cardiac
valves are intact and freely flexible, free of vegetations with normal coaptation,
Rare, punctate pale yellow atheromas are present within the aortic valvular sinuses
of valsalva. The myocardium is unifermly violet/brown, and slightly soft, exhibiting
mild vascular hyperemis, without hemorrhage or necrosis, measuring up to 1.75 cm.
in thickness in the left lateral free wall and interventricular septum, and up to 0.3
cm. in the right ventricle. The intact aorta demonstrates smooth glistening
endothelial surfaces; all major branches are widely patent.

LUNGS: Combined weight: 1030 gms. The lungs fully occupy their respective
pleural cavities. Pleural surfaces are light viclet/pink anteriorly and violaceous
{livid) postericrly, exhibiting rare visceral pleural petechias bilaterally {dark blue!}
associated with mild anthracotic pigment mottling. Pulmonary arteries and veins:
patant, intact, UNK. Cut surfaces of the mainstem bronchi contain small amounts of
marcon liquid; bronchial mucosa is smooth and glistening, uniformly light
violet/marcon, free of petechias. On section, the lungs are subcrepitant, uniformly
maroon, cozing moderate amounts of sdema fluid with compression. Hyperemis is
generalized and marked. No svidence of masses or consolidation. Hilar and
madiastinal lymph nodes: mild anthracosis: UNK.

NECK ORGANS: UNK., with the following exceptions: small, non~occlusive amounts of
maroon mucossnguineous fluid extend from larynx to trachea to carina; mucosa is
smooth and glistening, with the exception of focal blue/purple mucosal hemorrhage
within the subglottic regions of the larynx bilaterally (?intubation), associated with
light violet mucosa from larynx to carina and rare, bright red mucossl petechise in
the same regions; the thyroid gland is of normal size and shape; on section, the
colloid is uniformly maroon; within the parenchyma of the right lower pole is
situated a well circumscribed firm tan nodule, measuring 3/8 inches in diameter;
centrally, small punctate and slightly larger cystic structures are present,
associated wivh focal fine calcification., No hemorrhage or other fibrosis is noted.
No lacerations or contusions of the tongue. No fractures present.
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